New Mexico Commission for the Blind

State Rehabilitation Council

Final Minutes of Regular Meeting

May 16, 2017, 9:00 AM 
Commission for the Blind

2200 Yale Blvd SE

Albuquerque, NM 87106

1. Call to Order

Chairman O'Brien called the meeting to order at 9:08 AM.

2. Roll Call

Roll was taken and present were Tom O'Brien, Lila Martinez, Paula Seanez, Coby Livingston, Lucy Birbiglia, Shirley Lansing, Peggy Chong, Christine Hall, Bernadine Chavez, and Greg Trapp.

3. Introduction of Guests and Staff
Guests and staff present were Jim Salas, Deputy Director; Kelly Burma, SRC Liaison; German Benitez; Eric Gonzales; and VR counselors Holly Summers, Marcello Reis, and Nahid Movaghar. Also present was Paul Luttrell – Potential SRC member representing Community Rehabilitation Program.

4. Approval of Agenda

Ms. Hall moved to approve the agenda as presented and Ms. Lansing seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the agenda was unanimously approved.

5. Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of February 2, 2017
Lucy Birbiglia moved to approve the minutes and Christine Hall seconded the motion. Tom O'Brien noted some extra wording by the signature line. The change was made and the minutes approved unanimously.
6. Chair Report, Tom O’Brien

Mr. O'Brien talked about the state budget and the special meeting of the legislature.

7. Client Assistance Program Report, Bernadine Chavez

Ms. Chavez said that CAP had received three calls. One of those asked about a 2 week time before start of services and was resolved. The other caller asked about a joint case with DVR and it was determined that DVR was the appropriate agency to provide services. Ms. Chavez also talked about the SRC Council meeting she attended in Bethesda, and about the federal monitoring process. 
8. Section 121 Report, Paula Seanez

Ms. Seanez said that the Navajo VR program has a new VR supervisor.

9. Director’s Report, Greg Trapp

a. Major Trends and Developments, Greg Trapp 

Mr. Trapp said that Larry Hayes passed away, and that Mr. Hayes had worked for the Commission as a VR counselor and IL teacher in Farmington and as a shop teacher and dorm manager in Alamogordo. A minute of silence was held in his memory.
Mr. Trapp asked Krista Mireles to talk about Newsline for the Blind.

Ms. Mireles said she plans to expand Newsline to Carlsbad, Gallup, and Hobbs. She talked about information being posted to the local Newsline system on the Albuquerque Rapid Transit project, saying that updates on construction were being posted.
Mr. Trapp talked about travel to out-of-state conferences, saying that Governor's office approval is required. He said that he, Ms. Burma, and Ms. Adams attended an Open Meetings Act training conducted by the Office of the Attorney General. Mr. Trapp said the trainer said that, to get minutes out within 10 business days, it was appropriate to send out an abbreviated set of minutes that listed motions and seconds, and the results of the votes taken. Mr. Trapp said that they would be following this advice for the Council minutes. Mr. Trapp mentioned the May 24 special legislative session and the need to agree on a budget for higher education, saying that he did not expect any furloughs to be required.

Mr. Trapp said that at the federal level, there was a Continuing resolution through September.

Mr. Trapp mentioned the ART project, saying that the project was causing problems for blind pedestrians and that one person had recently fallen and been hurt. 

Mr. Trapp said that he was working with the Governor's Office to have persons appointed to the Statewide Independent Living Council, or SILC. He said that they would be talking more about this item later in the agenda.

b. Administration, Finance, and HR, Monica Maestas
Mr. Trapp reported for Ms. Maestas, and talked about the hiring of Laci Reynolds and Nicole Romero, the Audit, contracts, fiscal training in Denver, and the new SHARE positive time keeping instead of exceptions-based. He said the request budget was approximately 1.9 million. 
c. Vocational Rehabilitation and Independent Living, Jim Salas 

Mr. Salas said that Jonathan Ice retired in January. Mr. Salas said that Holly Summers and Nahid Movaghar had joined as new VR counselors. He reported that Paula Johnson resigned in March, and that Debbie Gonzales has announced that she would retire at the end of June. Mr. Salas said that Sylvia Yasa has returned and is working with the technology program. Mr. Salas reported on other VR and IL items, including purchase of new hand-held video magnifiers. 

d. Orientation Center, Lucy Alexander 

Lucy Alexander reported that she currently has five students at the Orientation Center. She reported that Ami and Kurt Boreri have resigned, and will be leaving at the end of May.
e. Skills Center, Kelly Burma

Ms. Burma reported on the Skills Center, Technology for Children, and the Commission board meeting.

10. Unfinished Business

a. Update on Agreement with Regional Education Cooperative 5 for Provision of Pre-Employment Transition Services, Jim Salas 

Mr. Salas reported on the agreement with REC 5 and DVR, saying the DVR portion was $1.5 million dollars, and the Commission portion was $55,000.
b. Update on Pre-Employment Transition Services, Jim Salas 

Mr. Salas reported on Pre-ETS.

c. Update on Employer Recognition Award, Jim Salas

Mr. Salas reported on the employer recognition awards, saying one had been presented to New Mexico State University and another to the U.S. Attorney's Office.
11. New Business

a. Approval of Council Statement honoring Linda Lyle for her Dedicated Service as NMSBVI Superintendent, Tom O'Brien 

Mr. O'Brien read a resolution honoring Linda Lyle that was presented to the Council for its consideration.

Lucy Birbiglia moved the resolution be approved as read. Paula Seanez seconded. A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.
a. Approval of Impartial Hearing Officers, Jim Salas

Mr. Salas reported on the Request for Proposal Process administered by the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. He said that three impartial hearing officers were recommended, Ron Johnson, John Hyatt, and Chris Grazer.
The motion was discussed. Greg Trapp said that the Rehab Act does not say that the impartial hearing officers are approved by the Council, but rather identified. 
Tom O’Brien moved to identify the hearing officers, Urja seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the impartial hearing officers were identified unanimously.
Mr. Trapp said that the Commission would be providing training to those who are identified.
c. Update on Human Resources Consolidation, Greg Trapp

Mr. Trapp reported on the proposed HR consolidation, saying that the Commission received federal funds, and that our HR services were paid for under a federally approved Cost Allocation Methodology.
c. Update on Administration on Community Living Consolidation of Designated State Entities into a Single Designated State Entity for Purposes of the Receipt of Federal Independent Living Funds and the State Plan for Independent Living, Greg Trapp 
Mr. Trapp reported on the Administration on Community Living (ACL) consolidating the current two Designated State Entities (DSE) into a single DSE for the state. He said that the ACL was requiring that the State Plan for Independent Living be amended, and that this amendment was due by the end of June. Mr. Trapp said that this was a very important issue as it is the receipt of Part B Independent Living funds that allows the Commission to use Social Security program income to support the Independent Living program. He said that the Commission receives about $55,000 in Part B funds, but that the loss of those funds would have a million dollar impact on the agency because of how the Commission uses about $300,000 in program income to relieve state general fund dollars that are spent on independent living, and how in turn those relieved funds can be used to match VR dollars. Mr. Trapp said that the State Plan for Independent Living would need to be amended by the State Independent Living Council, which is why it is critical that a duly constituted SILC be put in place.
e. Update on Section 511 Compliance, Greg Trapp and Jim Salas

Mr. Salas reported on the Commission's compliance with Section 511, saying that they are working with Mike Kivitz to identify any persons who are blind and receiving sub-minimum wages. He said that if there were any persons on 14(c) certificates who were blind, it would be very few. Mr. Salas said that he and Mr. Trapp had a phone conference with our RSA liaison, and that she said based on our actions we were in compliance. 

f. State Rehabilitation Council Membership, Kelly Burma
Ms. Burma reported on the State Rehabilitation Council membership, saying that the Council is missing some required members. She said that Mr. Paul Luttrell was visiting as the potential SRC member representing Community Rehabilitation Programs, and that this would fill one of those required positions. 
12. Council Open Discussion
Mr. Trapp asked Ms. Burma to talk about the elimination of Window-Eyes and the migration to JAWS. Ms. Burma reported on Window-Eyes, and the purchase of GW Micro and Freedom Scientific by Venture Capital Form (VFO).

13. Audience Comments 

Mr. Luttrell said he had learned a great deal. Ms. Movaghar said that it was an interesting process.
14. Date and Location of Next Meeting

The next meeting was scheduled for August 17 and 18 in Farmington, starting at 1:00 on the 17th, and at 8:00 AM on the 18th.
15. Adjourn

Chairmen O'Brien adjourned the meeting at 3:40 PM.
Thomas P. O’Brien
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